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Hazardous lahars occur about every decade on average on the active 
glacierised Ruapehu Volcano (2797m, winter snowline 1600-1700m) in New 
Zealand. It is the nation’s singly largest centre for mountain recreation, 
particularly skiing and snowboarding. Therefore lahars threaten people in New 
Zealand’s largest ski areas as well as nationally important infrastructure around 
the mountain. Most people have some awareness of lahars. Infrastructure 
location and design, technology-based warning systems, public consultation and 
political decision-making have occurred to address the risks and scientific input 
is ongoing. Public safety has been the main consideration but the need for long-
term risk mitigation and reducing impacts on the national park have also been 
important. 
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